
Friday 24th November 2023 

DEAN FIELD NEWS 

 
Dear parents and carers,  
 
This week we have been visited by two separate school improvement partners that we 
use to ensure we are always improving the quality of education here at Dean Field.  
 
On Monday we had a review of EYFS (Reception and Nursery) and had some          
excellent feedback from Michelle Joyce around the children’s attitudes to learning, 
clearly established routines that are embedded throughout both classrooms and the 
highly skilled staff who work in both nursery and reception classes.  

 
On Thursday we had a review of early reading and phonics and PE. AndyTaylor who 
carried out the review was thoroughly impressed with our teaching of phonics and all 
that is in place throughout the school to ensure pupils have the best start in reading in 
the early years and KS1so they can access the full curriculum offer as they move 
through school.  
 
A big thank you to all the staff involved in the reviews, particularly Miss Brambani who 
led all three reviews.  
 
Goodbye  
 
Today we say goodbye to Miss Lees who starts her maternity leave. We wish her all 
the very best of luck for her imminent arrival and look forward to her visiting us soon 
with her bundle of joy!  
 

 
Have a great weekend!  
 
Mrs Pether 

 
 

A very polite reminder: Seesaw is the platform we use regularly to contact       
parents and share the students school day. Please access Seesaw for all         

information. Thank you.  
 
 
 

Staff training  
 

This week all teachers have taken part in a cross trust writing moderation event. All 
teachers from across the trust met in year groups and looked at a selection of English 

books to discuss their judgements which teachers find really beneficial.  
 
 
 
 
 
 



Smartest Class of the Week 
 
 
 
 

This week Year 1, China Class are smartest class of the week! 

 
 
 
 
 

 
SAFEGUARDING 

 
 
Relationship Matters – Reducing Parental Conflict 
 
Whether you’re together or separated, the way you and your partner communicate can 
impact on your children. All relationships have tricky moments, it’s how they’re         
experienced and resolved that matters. 
 
Research has shown that frequent, intense and poorly resolved inter-parental           
relationship conflict, whether between couples who are living together or separated, 
can have an adverse effect on their child’s emotional, social and cognitive                
development. 
 
Of course, disagreements and arguments are completely normal and part of everyday 
life but if it is becoming a problem then you can get help. 
 
The Relationship Matters website is a great source for additional information. You can 
download Relationship Matters Key Messages. 
 
Parenting Support 
 
Support services for parents are available on the Calderdale Council website, 
see Parental support. 
 

https://relationshipmatters.org.uk/
https://safeguarding.calderdale.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/relationship-matters-key-messages.pdf
https://calderdale.gov.uk/v2/residents/education-and-learning/parental-support


 
 
 

 



 
 
 



Year 6 Trip to The Gibbet 
 
Year 6 visited The Gibbet in Halifax as part of their crime and punishment topic in   
History. They spent time viewing the structure and learning historical facts about it. 
They then discussed how punishments have differed throughout history.  

Year 3 Gymnastics 
 
On Wednesday, Year 3 visited Jim-nas-tiks Matt's Gym in Dean Clough. The children 
had a gymnastic session delivered by a specialist coach where they learnt how to do a 
handstand. After that, the children had chance to play on all of the equipment. The  
children had an amazing time and would love to go again! 



MTC Tea party 
 
On Wednesday, Year 4 had a Timetables Tea Party ready for their MTC test in June 
2024. Miss Jagger discussed what the MTC is and how the children access the test in 
June. The children and adults completed a variety of time tables activities. The       chil-
dren showed their adults how the MTC test work. We even had a competition      be-
tween adults and the children.  
 
Ways to support your child at home: 
 

• Chant the times tables “6, 12, 18, 24….” 

• Listen to and sing along with times table songs. Lots of these are available on 
YouTube for free. 

• Play on apps or websites such as TTRS, Hit the Button and MTC Practice.  

• Ask your child multiplication questions in a random order: What is 4 x 7?  What is 9 
x 5?  What is 6 x 11? 

• Use objects to show how groups of numbers represent times tables E.g. four 
groups of three pasta shells shows 3 x 4 = 12 

• Try out active ways of learning times tables, like pavement chalk hopscotch. 

• Make a bookmark with the times tables you find tricky. Look at it whenever you can 
and practice! 



Charity Food Bin 
 
School have partnered up with Happy Days Charity to help the homeless in our     
community. If you would like to donate food items, toiletries, washing tablets, etc. 
please see the bin below with details of what is needed each week.  
 
We will put the bin outside each morning by the ramp at the school  entrance, or you 
can bring items into the office at any time during the school day. 

 
Dean Field is proud to help the community in any way possible and show our children 
the value of  kindness and giving to others. 

 
 

 

 
 



EYFS Donations 
 
Over the next half term EYFS staff will be working really hard enhancing the outdoor 
provision to make it even more exciting and engaging for our children.  
 
Any donations of toys that can be used outdoors would be greatly appreciated. If      
anyone is getting rid of any large plastic boxes with lids on we would also be grateful of 
these to sort the toys in and to keep them clean and safe.  
 
Ideas of things that we are looking for: plastic animal figures, dolls/prams, plastic dolls 
house, plastic car garage, any construction toys. If you have any items to donate 
please give them to a member of staff at the door. 
 
Many thanks the EYFS team. 

 Parent Presentations  

 
Stay tuned to Seesaw as over the next few weeks our fantastic subject leaders will be 
releasing parent presentations for different subjects to help you understand how         
different subjects are taught across the school. Next week will be maths and the       
following weeks will be reading, writing, science, geography and history.   

 



 

 

 



Christmas Events 
 
 

Event Date 

Chocolate Tombola - non-uniform Friday 24
th
 November 

Christmas Fayre Monday 4
th
 December 

EY Christmas Nativity 
(Parents invited ) 

Wednesday 13
th
 December 

Reindeer Run Thursday 14
th
 December 

Christmas Dinner Day Thursday 14
th
 December 

Christmas Jumper Day Thursday 14
th
 December 

Singing around the Christmas tree – 
Lower School 

(Parents invited ) 

Tuesday 19
th
 December 9am 

Singing around the Christmas tree – 
Upper School 

(Parents invited ) 

Tuesday 19
th
 December 2:15pm 

Santa Visit Thursday 21
st
 December 

Christmas Party – non-uniform Friday 22
nd

 December 

 
School closes for Christmas  

 
Friday 22nd December 1.10pm  
No after school clubs or Dean 

Field Den  

 

NO BOOKS PLEASE 

Reminder: Raffle letters 
have gone out and we are 
now selling tickets £1 per 
strip. 



 
 



 

 



SCHOOL LOTTERY 
 
Don’t forget to join our school lottery and be in with a chance of wining cash prizes up 
to £25,000, plus great bundles like the one shown here. 

The school lottery helps support our school so we can buy extra resources and do   
extra curricular activities. 

 
 

 
 



DIARY DATES 

 

DATE EVENT 

Tuesday 28th November Year 4 Ancient Egypt Family Learning 1:15-2:45pm 

Wednesday 29th November Year 2 Matt’s Gym Visit 

Thursday 30th November CAMHS Parent workshop 9:15-10:15am 

Monday 4th December  Year 2 Owl Experience at Beech Hill School 

Monday 4th December Christmas Fayre  

Tuesday 5th December CAMHS Parent workshop 9:15-10:15am 

Wednesday 6th December Year 4 Bikeability 

REMINDER: We are a nut free school and we would appreciate 
that any lunchboxes do not include nut products to protect the  
children in school with nut allergies. 

 

REMINDER: All school fees, dinner money, extended provision and 
Nursery need to be paid in advance. 
We do not offer any credit and there are no exceptions. 
Please pay fees on time. 



 

Group % Attendance 

Mexico 93.1% 

China 92% 

Australia 89.3% 

Poland 92.8% 

Kenya 94.5% 

Brazil 94.8% 

Ireland 93.3% 

Total 92.8% 

This Weeks Attendance 
 

Congratulations to Brazil class who had the highest 
attendance in the school this week. Well done to      
Kenya class for coming second. I am seriously          
concerned of classes who are below 96%. Meetings 
with parents of children who are of concern will occur. 
 
If your child is absent from school please contact the 
school  office on 01422 258258 before 9.00am.  
 
It is important we are aware of the reason for your 
child/children’s absence. It becomes a safeguarding 
concern if parents do not inform school when their 
child/children are absent. Please contact the school  
office on the first day of absence before 9am stating 
reasons for any absence. This will avoid absences   
being recorded as unauthorised.  
 
If you have any concerns or questions surrounding 
your child/children’s attendance please do not hesitate 
to contact me. 
 
Many thanks,  
Loraine Stansfield,  Pastoral Manager 

 
  

Accelerated Reader – Reading      
Achievements this week 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
You could help increase your class         
percentage by doing some extra reading on 
myON! There are thousands of books for 
you to choose from! If you need a  reminder 
of your login details, please speak to your 
teacher. Visit https://www.myon.co.uk/
login/ to start reading! 

BRAZIL 

Brazil 87% 

Poland 85% 

Australia 75% 

Ireland 74% 

Kenya 75% 

 

TT Rockstars Weekly Winners 
 

Year 2 – Drake C 
 
Year 3— Daniel I 
 
Year 4 – Nico G 
 
Year 5 – Sofie A 
 
Year 6 – Lily B 
  

 

https://www.myon.co.uk/login/
https://www.myon.co.uk/login/


 

 
 

GOLD BOOK 

 
Mexico  

Reception 
 

Ivie-Mae N For an improved attitude towards learning. 

Josie S For enthusiasm in all she does. 

 
China  
Year 1 

Nilaani S For producing some amazing spiral artwork. 

Aiden Mc For a brilliant attitude to work and learning this 
week. 

 
Australia 
Year 2 

Kairi IS For a great attitude to learning. 

Lexie D For being enthusiastic and determined. 

  
Poland  
Year 3 

 
 
 

Robyn-Jade 
GH 

For an excellent start on her English work this 
week. 

Alex W For being brave and trying things on our gym trip! 

 
Kenya 
Year 4 

  
 

Annaleise C For always being positive. 

Lucy H For always being helpful in the classroom. 

 
Brazil 
Year 5 

  

Jessica S For her positive and enthusiastic attitude. 

Lucas W For being a role model pupil. 

 
Ireland 
Year 6 

Annalise H For her enthusiasm on our trip. 

Noah M For superb efforts during writing. 


