
Friday 5th December 2025 

DEAN FIELD NEWS 

Firstly, I would like to thank all parents and carers for their support over the last couple of weeks. 
We have seen an unprecedented amount of illness in school and indeed across the whole of  
Calderdale. I am pleased to say that we seem to be through the worst and attendance has begun 
to pick up again this week. 
 
Whilst I appreciate that some children may still be feeling a little under the weather, I would        
encourage parents, where possible, to ensure that children are attending school; unless, of course, 
they have a high temperature. Despite what you may see on social media, we continue with our 
normal curriculum right up until the Thursday of the final week. That may sound a little “Scrooge-
like”, I know, but routine is so important for children and with so much to cram into each school 
day, we simply don’t have the luxury of easing off early. 
 
Rest assured, the last two days will be filled with festive fun and Christmas cheer, but up until the 
18th it really is business as usual. 
 

  Christmas Fayre – A Huge Thank You!   
 
We have been absolutely overwhelmed this week by the incredible support from our families at our 
annual Christmas Fayre. Events like these are vital for fundraising, especially at a time when 
school budgets continue to tighten, so we were truly amazed and delighted to discover that the 
event raised nearly £1,200 profit. Every penny will go straight back into school funds to help us 
purchase essential equipment and to support extra-curricular trips and opportunities for our pupils. 
 
A huge thank you must go to all the staff members who generously gave up their own time to help 
run the fayre and to Mrs Edwards for overseeing the event so diligently. Thank you also to all the 
local businesses and connections of ours who generously donated prizes for the raffle.  
 
The biggest thank you of all goes to Bethany and Chelsea, our fantastic parent volunteers. They 
have dedicated so much of their own time since September to plan, organise, and deliver the 
fayre. I’m sure you will agree, that this one ran so smoothly and offered such a wonderful variety of 
stalls. Onto planning the summer fayre now!  
 
It was truly a special community Christmas event for all and we are so grateful for your continued 
support. 
 
Christmas Calendar  
Please make a note of key dates which are further along in the newsletter. We will be sending out 
weekly reminders also on Seesaw of things that are going on in school. There are lots of events 
both Christmas related and just usual events that would take place at this time of the year going on 
and we wouldn’t want anyone to miss out! Inviting families into school is one of the things we love 
most, especially at this time of year!  
 
Wishing you all a great weekend!  
 
Mrs Fiona Pether  

 
Headteacher 

 



SAFEGUARDING  

Christmas Pressures and expectations 

Christmas time comes with a lot of ideals that many households try to 
reach. This can bring families and groups closer together – but it can also 
cause tension. Whether it’s being cooped up for longer periods than usual, 

conflict can ensue and it can require safeguarding practices to be used. 

 

On top of this, children in particular can have a very specific and idealised 
version of Christmas in their heads that may not come true in their house-
hold. Managing the expectations of those within your circle at Christmas is 
complicated, but the most important thing to remember is to prioritise the 

people first. 

 

Pressure creates environments that can facilitate abusive behaviour. So, 
the key is to create a Christmas atmosphere not based on vanity 

(presents, lights, and whether you can cook the best dinner), but on     
welcoming values that make all members feel accepted. 

https://www.family-action.org.uk/our-voices/2021/11/16/managing-expectations-christmas/
https://www.family-action.org.uk/our-voices/2021/11/16/managing-expectations-christmas/


ONLINESAFETY  

 



 

 

Christmas Events 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Event Date 

Christmas Jumper Day Monday 8th December 

Reindeer Run/Elf Dash Monday 8
th
 December 

EYFS Christmas Performance Tuesday 9
th
 December 

Singing around the Christmas tree – 
Lower School 

Wednesday 17
th
 December 9am 

Singing around the Christmas tree – 
Upper School 

Wednesday 17
th
 December 2:15pm 

Santa Visit Wednesday 17
th
 December 

Christmas Party – non-uniform Thursday 18
th
 December 

School Closes for Christmas break  Friday 19th December 1.10pm  



 

 



Elf Class Visits 

Year 6 

Very STICKY ‘sticky knowledge!’ The elf has been into 
our ‘sticky knowledge’ jar in year 6!!! He’s cut up our 
sticky knowledge and put it into slime!! We now need to 
work together to match the questions and answers! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 1 

The elf visited year 1 on Wednesday and set 

them a MasterChef challenge.  

 

 

 

 



Christmas Card Competition Winner  

 

Well done to Freddie in Year 4 for winning the Christmas card design  
competition! 
His wonderful design has now been printed and will be sent out to all of 
our Trust schools, along with the many organisations we work closely with. 
We think it looks fantastic. 

Well done Freddie! 

 

 



Stars in Our School  

 

This morning we celebrated the many stars in our school! 

This was our annual UNISON celebration for all of our non-teaching staff. Each    

member of staff was awarded a certificate in assembly and then had the chance to put 

their feet up in the staff room for an hour, enjoying some lovely treats! 

Thank you for all your hard work, everyone! 

 

 



Year 2 Residential 
 
On Thursday and Friday last week, some of Year 2 went on a Trust residential trip to 
Nell Bank in Ilkley with children from Beech Hill School. They were so brave spending 
a night away from home and had so much fun minibeast hunting, playing on the       
adventure playground and making new friends! It was a pleasure to take them on this 
trip.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 



 



 



 



 



Please ensure you look at the Uniform Policy posted on Seesaw messages. 
 

We thank you for support with this. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Week commencing Monday 8th December 2025  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Polite Reminder 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
!   



DIARY DATES 

This half term’s focus value is … 

REMINDER: All school fees, dinner money, extended provision and 
Nursery fees need to be paid in advance. 
We do not offer any credit and there are no exceptions. 

REMINDER: We are a nut free school and we would appreciate 
that any lunchboxes do not include nut products to protect the    
children in school with nut allergies. 

 
REMINDER: If your child has asthma please ensure they 
have an inhaler in school and you have filled out a medical 
form at the school office. Thank you. 

DATE EVENT 

Monday 8th December Elf Dash/Christmas Jumper Day 

Wednesday 10th December Year 3 Roman Day  

Monday 15th December Nursery Christmas Party in Class 

Tuesday 16th December Rec Care Home Trip 



 

TTRS and Numbots Stars of 
the Week 

This Week’s Attendance 
 

Congratulations to Kenya class who had the highest   
attendance in the school this week. Well done to Ireland 
class for coming second. Remember all classes above 
96% will receive £5 for their jars! If your child is absent 
from school please contact the school  office on 01422 
258258 before 9.00am. 
  
It is important we are aware of the reason for your child/
children’s absence. It becomes a safeguarding concern if 
parents do not inform school when their child/children are 
absent. Please contact the school  office on the first day 
of absence before 9am stating reasons for any absence. 
This will avoid absences  being recorded as unauthor-
ised. 
  
If you have any concerns or questions surrounding your 
child/children’s attendance please do not  hesitate to   
contact me. 
  
Many thanks, 
Loraine Stansfield,  Pastoral Manager 

Group % Attendance 

Mexico 91% 

China 84.3% 

Australia 90% 

Poland 86.2% 

Kenya 92.3% 

Brazil 88% 

Ireland 91.3% 

Total 89.1% 

 
 
 

NumBots Star of the Week 

Jacob S in Year 2 

Accelerated Reader – Reading          
Achievements this week 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
You could help increase your class percentage 
by doing some extra reading on myON! There 
are thousands of books for you to choose from! 
If you need a reminder of your login details, 
please speak to your  teacher. Visit https://
www.myon.co.uk/login/ to start reading! 

Australia 93% 

Poland 84% 

Kenya 86% 

Brazil 89% 

Ireland 89% 

AUSTRALIA 

https://www.myon.co.uk/login/
https://www.myon.co.uk/login/

