
Friday 13th February 2026 

DEAN FIELD NEWS 

Celebrating Achievement, Opportunity and Community 
 
Dear parents/carers,  
 
As we reach the end of another busy and successful half term, I would like to thank our pupils, 
families and staff for their continued support and commitment. This term has been filled with great 
opportunities, memorable experiences and outstanding achievements that reflect the high      
standards and strong community spirit here at Dean Field. This half term has been packed with  
exciting learning experiences that have enriched our curriculum and broadened our pupils’         
horizons. 
 

  Young Voices 
Our pupils shone as part of the Young Voices concert in Manchester, performing with confidence 
and enthusiasm alongside thousands of children.  
 

  Flat Stan First Aid 
Through the Flat Stan First Aid programme, our children have learned essential life-saving skills. 
They now have a greater understanding of how to respond in emergencies and help keep them-
selves and others safe. 
 

        Family Learning Events 
We have been delighted to welcome so many families into school for our Family Learning       
sessions. These events have strengthened home–school links and supported children’s learning 
beyond the classroom. 
 

  FoLT TTRS Competition Winners 
Congratulations to our pupils for winning the Family of Learning Trust Times Tables Rock Stars 
Competition. Their hard work, determination, and commitment to improving their maths skills has 
truly paid off. 
 

  Stay and Read 
Our Stay and Read sessions have continued to be a wonderful success, promoting a love of  
reading and giving parents and carers the opportunity to share special reading time with their    
children in school. 
 

  National Recognition 
We were incredibly proud to receive recognition from the Secretary of State for Education,   
Bridget Phillipson, congratulating our school on our strong outcomes for disadvantaged pupils. 
 

  Thank You to Our Community 
None of this would be possible without the ongoing support of our parents, carers, 
governors and partners. Your encouragement, involvement and trust continue to 
make our school a positive, ambitious and nurturing place for every child. 
 
Wishing all our families a restful and enjoyable break. We look forward to     
welcoming everyone back refreshed and ready to learn on 23rd February.  

 



ONLINESAFETY  

 



Safeguarding 
 

Potty training: how to start & best age to potty 
train 
 
Learning how to use the potty independently and stopping 
wearing nappies is a big milestone for your child. There are 
lots of new and exciting skills for them to learn with your 
help. 
 
To make this process easier for you both, follow our evidence-based 3 step Let's Go 
Potty approach. 
 
It begins with preparation to use the potty, next is practising potty skills before   
eventually stopping using nappies as your child gains confidence. 
 

When should you start potty training? 
 
Before they can start training, your child needs to be given lots of opportunities 
for learning. Babies are born ready to learn new skills with our help and the best way 
for them to do so is through practice and repetition. 
 
That's why it's important to think about potty or toilet training in the same way we sup-
port children to develop other skills such as brushing their teeth or using a spoon. 
 
Just like when helping them to walk and talk, you can start teaching your child to use a 
potty before they stop using nappies. This gives them all the time and practice they 
need to succeed with being independent from nappies when the time comes. 

 

What is the best age for potty training? 
 
Most children are ready to master potty independence and lead in many parts of the 
process from around 18 months. The majority of children will be capable of doing most 
things including wiping by themselves when they start school. 
 
Research shows it is better for your child’s bladder and bowel health to stop using nap-
pies between 18 and 30 months. 
 
The longer you leave it, the harder it can be for your child to learn this new skill and 
accept not having a nappy on anymore. 

 
Supporting children with additional needs 
 
Almost all children can learn to be clean and dry. Children with special needs such as 
delayed speech, autism or a physical disability may find the process more challenging. 
Children with an additional need often need more support with learning to use a potty 
or toilet, but we recommend following the same 3 step process: preparation, practice 
and then stopping using nappies. 

The longer they wear nappies, the harder it may be to introduce a new place for them 
to wee and poo. Therefore, it's important not to put off potty training for too long. 



 



 

Value Award Winners  

We are incredibly proud of our wonderful pupils who received the Value Award this half term 
for showing outstanding determination and perseverance. Your positive attitude and commit-

ment to never giving up truly embody our school values. Keep believing in yourselves – you 
are amazing!  

 



Nursery Farm Trip  

Nursery had a fantastic visit today to Little Farmers Cabin. Alyssa has a fantastic area for the children to 
learn and explore. We also got to feed the sheep, ducks, chickens and pet the baby lamb and blueberry 

the guinea pig!  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Week commencing Monday 23rd February 2026  

Polite Reminder 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



DIARY DATES 

 
This half term’s focus value is … 

REMINDER: All school fees, dinner money, extended provision and 
Nursery fees need to be paid in advance. 
We do not offer any credit and there are no exceptions. 
Please pay fees on time. 

REMINDER: We are a nut free school and we would appreciate 
that any lunchboxes do not include nut products to protect the    
children in school with nut allergies. 

DATE EVENT 

Monday 23rd February School reopens 

Monday 23rd February Midweek clubs start 

Friday 6th March Year 3 Family Learning—sign up on 
Forms 

 
REMINDER: If your child has asthma please ensure they 
have an inhaler in school and you have filled out a medical 
form at the school office. Thank you. 



 

TTRS and Numbots Stars of 
the Week 

This Week’s Attendance 
 

Congratulations to Mexico and Ireland class who had 
the highest attendance in the school this week. Well done 
to Poland class for coming second. All classes above 
96% continue to receive £5 for their jars; well done 
Mexico, Poland and Ireland! We have just fallen below 
96% this week and we need to get  back there or above! I 
am seriously   concerned of classes who are below 96%. 
Meetings with parents of children who are of concern will 
occur. 
  
If your child is absent from school please contact the 
school  office on 01422 258258 before 9.00am. 
  
It is important we are aware of the reason for your child/
children’s absence. It becomes a safeguarding concern if 
parents do not inform school when their child/children are 
absent. Please contact the school  office on the first day 
of absence before 9am stating reasons for any absence. 
This will avoid absences  being recorded as unauthor-
ised. 
  
If you have any concerns or questions surrounding your 
child/children’s attendance please do not  hesitate to  
contact me. 
  
Many thanks, 
Loraine Stansfield,  Pastoral Manager 

Group % Attendance 

Mexico 97.9% 

China 93.3% 

Australia 95% 

Poland 96.5% 

Kenya 92.4% 

Brazil 94.2% 

Ireland 97.9% 

Total 95.3% 

 
 
 

NumBots Star of the Week 
 

  Jason in Year 2   

Accelerated Reader – Reading          
Achievements this week 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
You could help increase your class percentage 
by doing some extra reading on myON! There 
are thousands of books for you to choose from! 
If you need a reminder of your login details, 
please speak to your  teacher. Visit https://
www.myon.co.uk/login/ to start reading! 

Australia 95% 

Poland 82% 

Kenya 68% 

Brazil 93% 

Ireland 80% 

AUSTRALIA 

 
 
 

TTRS Star of the Week 
(Minutes played) 

 

 Elliot in Year 5 

https://www.myon.co.uk/login/
https://www.myon.co.uk/login/


 

The award recognises outstanding leadership, dedication and commitment 
to fostering a culture of ‘Learning Without Limits’  and helping others to do 
their best and believe in themselves. Recipients of the award also show 
great courage, creativity and kindness, making our school a better place.  

 

Winners this week: 
 
 

Freddie Wr - For taking it upon himself to tidy up the library whilst he was staying in 
at break time due to an injury. Future librarian in the making!  

 

Abigail W - For been on gold and showing others how to behave. 
 

 
 
 

Learning without Limits 
 Leadership Award 



 

SCHOOL VALUES 

 
Mexico  

Reception 
 

Ronnie M For not being distracted, keeping on going and    
trying his best. 

Yuna L For perseverance in RWI group and reading at 
home. 

 
China  
Year 1 

Fraser R For showing perseverance and determination in 
ALL lessons. 

Matias C For showing consistent perseverance and       
determination in phonics and reading. 

 
Australia 
Year 2 

Rosie H For determination with all her work and reading. 

Reuben G For perseverance with his English writing. 

  
Poland  
Year 3 

 
 
 

Owais B For your determination and perseverance in  
English and maths.  

Cub M For always showing determination and            
perseverance. 

 
Kenya 
Year 4 

  
 

Zoraiz B For perseverance across his work, particularly in 
maths. 

Rio H For showing incredible determination across all 
subjects this week! 

 
Brazil 
Year 5 

  

Rogan M For always persevering to achieve. 

Melissa Mc For always being determined to complete work to 
her best ability. 

 
Ireland 
Year 6 

Ava O For her determination to achieve in the core   
subjects. 

Lucy H For her perseverance in learning.  


