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Examples 

The birds sang early in the morning. 

Sam didn’t eat his lunch because he felt sick. 

With a grin, she turned and walked away. 

He sat under the stars, gazing up. 

It is very unlikely that it will snow tomorrow. 

Jamie never hands his homework in on time. 

Time = when? 

Reason = why? 

Manner = how? 

Place = where? 

 

Adjective: a word that describes a noun        the tall tree  

 

Adverb: a word that describes verb 

She ran quickly. 

Adverbial phrase: a group of words that is used to show time, reason, manner, place, 

possibility or frequency  

 

 

 

 

 

Apostrophes for contraction: 

Apostrophes for possession: 

 

 

 

 

 

Possibility 

surely, certainly, maybe, 

perhaps, possibly, unlikely 

Frequency  

often, sometimes, never, 

regularly, hardly, a lot 

adjective 
noun 

adverb of manner (how?) verb 

Abstract noun: 

 

Antonyms: words with the opposite meaning 

Examples:  

• Hot is the antonym of cold 

• Ancient is the antonym of modern 

• Messy is the antonym of tidy 

Singular 

 

Plural 
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This is the same list but differently punctuated. All are correct 

because they follow the same starting bullet point’s format. 

 

Brackets: used to add extra but not essential detail in a sentence. 

 

Bullet points: 

These are used to make notes or a list. 

They do not have to be in full sentences 

but must follow the rule of having the 

same punctuation as the first bullet point. 

Shopping list 

• Bread 

• Cheese 

• Milk 

Shopping list 

• Bread, 

• Cheese, 

• Milk. 

Shopping list 

• bread 

• cheese 

• milk 

Commas in a list: 

Commas for clarity: 

C 

Without a comma, the 

suggestion is to eat 

grandma. 

With a comma, the 

suggestion is to eat 

WITH grandma. 

Practice: Write your own list using 

commas accurately. 

_______________________________

_______________________________

_______________________________

_______________________________ 

SATs question: 

(    ) 

BRACKETS 

opening bracket closing bracket 
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A sentence that makes sense alone 

and includes a subject and a verb. 

You need to be able to identify 

independent clauses to know 

where to put a full stop. 

Conjunctions for subordination: 

These are used to join independent clauses. 

I like snow but I don’t like being cold. 

verb verb phrase 

These words form a subordinate clause - part of a sentence that does not make sense 

on its own and cannot exist without and independent clause to support it. 

Although the weather was cold and snowy, I enjoyed playing in the snow. 

Independent clause Independent clause 

Subordinate clause 

Subordinating 

conjunction 
Independent clause 

Practise: Write some of your own examples using colours to show the different clauses you’ve used. 

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________ 

Clauses: 
 

Independent (main) clause            Subordinate clause               Relative clause 

The cat sat on the mat. The cat, who sat on the mat, 

had a grin on her face.  

Includes a subject and a verb but does 

not make sense on its own -  it must be 

supporting an independent clause. 

Conjunctions for co-ordination: 

Subject = the cat    Verb = sat 

Includes a subject and a verb but adds extra 

detail or information to an independent 

clause and is a type of dependent clause but 

is identified by the words who, whom, whose, 

which, that, where, when at the beginning. 

The cat sat on the mat 

whilst eating her food. 

Subject = the cat/her   Verb = sat/eating 

Dependent Clauses - these need an independent clause to make sense 
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Colon: A colon is a punctuation mark that can be used to introduce a list or 

to separate two independent but linked clauses (colons are used to stress 

that both clauses in the sentence are closely linked and the second clause 

emphasises, adds clarification, or adds further detail to the first clause).  

SATs practice 

question: 

Dash: 

 

 

DASH 

SATs  question: 
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Determiners: the word that introduces a noun. These can be numbers or possessive pro-

nouns eg. one bottle of milk was shared by two cats. OR his pencil/her coat 

Other examples: an, a and the are articles (types of determiners) 

SATs question: 

E 
 Expanded noun phrase: 

simple noun phrase 

noun phrase expanded 

with an adjective 

noun phrase expand-

ed with two adjec-

noun phrase expanded 

with adjectives and a 

prepositional phrase 
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Hyphen: Joins two or more words, serving as a single adjective, BEFORE the noun.  

well-known author  chocolate-covered strawberries

  

AFTER the noun, these would not be hyphenated. 

The author is well known.  

The strawberries are chocolate covered. 

Hyphens can also join words to make a compound noun. 

   mother-in-law   step-sister  eye-opening 

They can also be used to join prefixes to a root word for clarity. 

      co-operate  co-ordinate  re-evaluate   

I 
Inverted commas: 

Other things to remember when punctuating dialogue: 

• New speaker = new line when writing a conversation 

• Direct speech means you write exactly what somebody says in first person 

• Reported speech does not require inverted commas as it is paraphrasing what 

has been said and is written in third person 
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N 
Nouns: 

P 
Prefix: letters added to the beginning of a root word to change its meaning. 

Add your own examples: 
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Phrase: a small group of words that does not contain a verb (as soon as a verb is included, 

the group of words become a clause).  

There are different types of phrases. The ones you need to know are listed below: 

Noun phrases 
A simple noun phrase includes 
one noun and the determiner.  

Eg. the dog… 

An expanded noun phrase    
includes the determiner, noun 
and one or more adjectives to 
describe the noun.  

Eg. the black dog...  

or the black dog with thick, 
shaggy fur… 

Adverbial phrases 
An adverbial phrase is used 
to modify an adverb to 
show how, why, when, 
where or why something 
happened. (TRaMP) 

very slowly…  

as fast as possible…  

because of this… 

due to the fact... 

Prepositional phrases - 
type of adverbial phrase 
These are phrases that 
contain a preposition 
(adverb of where or 
when). 

on the mat…  

in the morning…  

under the chair…  

during the film…  

Passive and active sentences: this is all about subject and verb placement in a sentence. 

A sentence is written in active voice when the subject of the sentence is performing the action. 

A sentence is written in passive voice when the subject of the sentence has something done to it by 

someone or something. Passive voice is usually used in more formal writing and to remain impartial. 

SATs questions: 

For example: 

https://www.theschoolrun.com/what-is-a-clause
https://www.theschoolrun.com/what-is-a-noun
https://www.theschoolrun.com/what-is-an-adverb
https://www.theschoolrun.com/what-are-prepositions
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Pronouns: words which avoid repetition and create cohesion.  

The pronoun I 

always needs a 

capital letter 

Prepositions: a word or phrase that tells you where something is or when it hap-

pened. 

Prepositions of Place 

Examples of using prepositions in sentences 

The cat is inside the box.    Eliza has a dentist appointment in the afternoon. 

A little bird is perched on a branch.  On Christmas Day, it is nice to share presents. 

These are prepositional phrases because they are made of 

several words to say where or when something happened 
SATs questions: 
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Relative Pronouns: a relative pronoun is a word that introduces a dependent clause and 

connects it to an independent clause. A clause beginning with a relative pronoun is 

There are four types of sentence Sentence types: it’s 

important to be able 

to identify different 

types of sentences 

so you know what 

punctuation to use. 

Includes an imperative (bossy) verb. 

Semi-colons: 

S 

Examples: 

In these sentences, the semi-colon is in place of a 

conjunction to join two independent clauses. 

R 
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SATs question: 

Subjunctive form:  

The subjunctive form (or subjunctive mood) is the verb form used to explore a hypothetical 

situation.  

For example: If I were you, I would go.  

As this is hypothetical, was becomes were 

OR to express a wish: If I were a bit taller, I could reach the top shelf.  

As this expresses a wish, was becomes were 

OR to say a demand: I demand he be present.  
As this expresses a demand, is becomes be 
 

OR a suggestion: I propose he work full time. 
As this expresses a suggestion, works becomes work. 

  

Subject and object:  

The subject is who or what is the main focus of the sentence and performing the verb. 

The object is the person or thing that the verb is acting upon. 

SATs question: 
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Suffix: letters added to the end of a root word to change its meaning. 
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SATs practice question: 

Synonyms: words with the same meaning 

Examples:  

Beautiful = alluring, attractive, pretty, 

fine, pleasing 

Old = elderly, mature, aged, senior 

Sad = unhappy, gloomy, sorrowful, 

dejected, downcast 

Use this space to make your own collection of synonyms that you could use in your work: 

Word Synonyms 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

...is a possessive determiner 

which shows  belonging or 

...is an adverb which always 

refers to a place whether 
...is a contraction of the 

words ‘they are’. 



15 

Tense: there are many different forms of tense you need to know. 

Past, present and future progressive tense 

 

Examples: 

I am walking to the shop. 

 

I was walking to the shop. 

 

I will be walking to the shop. 

Auxiliary verbs in 

red tell us the 

tense. 

The main verb in 

green is written in 

the progressive 

form using ‘ing’. 

Verbs: are doing or being 

words. 

They are not just actions; they 

can be feelings too.  

Auxiliary verbs are used to 

show tense and main verbs 

show action or feeling. 

Auxiliary verbs 

V 

Simple Present Tense         Simple Past Tense  Simple Future Tense 

Past Perfect Tense 
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